GENNESARET  FREE CLINIC

Volunteer Medical Services for the Homeless
"And all thoze who touched Him were healed " Mark §:56
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A Special Thanks
The past morthe have been busy onesz for GFC

workers. With many new servicea, internal
changes, and new programsz we are 31l dealing
with future shock. The TE Screening waz really
an all effort for CFC and iz amazing how our
wiunteerz came through. Lotz of planning and
phnoe gallz on the part of Nancy Gredort and Sue
Schneider deserve special recognition. It 13
apparent that there are many, many persons in
our community whe are concerned about the
howelesz and thetr medical needs and are
willing to give of themzelvez to help. Again,
thanka o all who have been giving of lime and
talente to help with GFC and the recent TEB
soreening.

We would alzo like to acknowledge the
following for hielping with the itwentive packege
for the TB gzcreening: Hooke Drugs, State
Departtment of Health, Johmzon and Johnson
Productz, Mc Neil Pharmascecticslz, General
Hotelz Corp. { Holiday Isn Hotelz), Ur and IMrz.
Jon  Schauwecker, and  gzeveral privete
individuals.

TB Screening Follow-up

A tremendousz effort waz put forward ts
provide tuberculosiz zcreening and
impnnization  for  influesmza, tetanuz, and
diphiheria. Noone would have believed the work
it took to get medical atientton to the entire
tomeless population at one time. Bui with 170+
well-trainned velunteerz full of enthusziasm 1t

worked, We tested end irested akout 259
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homelezs personz and found around 23 perzons
whe had confracted tuberculoziz. Mozt of theze
persens were begun on medication; one person
wag felt too contagiouz io return o the shelter
and waz thespitalized.  The screeming and
trmrunization procesz focused the attention of
the commurnity on homelezznesz with wide
spread medis coverage, hopefully events like
thiz can turn the heartz of the average citizen
favorably toward those in nesd. The program
aiza brought much stteniton to GFC and zeveral
new perzorz signed up 1o help. The added
expozure of our Clinic may alze help in future
projecta.

Ve had hoped to soreen upwardz of 1000
perzone with thiz program. Some expressed
dizappointment that more did not take advantage
of thiz offering. Perhapz the weather waz tos
warks to have many perzen come off the zireetz or
there waz not encugh publicity or the incentive
packagesz were not attractive enough FPozsibly,
the struggle of living on the streetz or gut of a
ghelter iz at fault. When every day iz literally a
atter of survival with sniot much to look forward
to. concern for health matterz of some future
time become secondary to juzt getting through
the day  Also the pain of 3 needle can szsume
magical proportionz fo those not familiar with
medical proceedurez. It iz a sobering thought {o
contemplate the fearz and strezzez af being
homelesz and dependent on otherz. How much
more we need to he aware of the conwcerns

and cireumstances of those we serve,



Announcements

Donna O'Tonnell has taken gver stocking the
medication and =zupply cabinetz in the five
shelters GFC serves. Perhape you have already
noticed the diffarence; zorry for the confuzion
and zhortages that have recently been all tao
comrnon. Now, Donna iz agking for all GFC feams
to keep tack of medicationz snd suppliez used
and to note thiz on the inventory sheeiz provided
at pach medication area. Thiz wey Donns and her
friendz will be able to gquickily veztock the
cabinets.

Lighthouse Mizztone haz rebuilt their entire
facility and will reepen in eariy Jecember. GFC
will be there to see {o the medigal needz of the
men and women tos; see your schedules.

Az part of a more organized GFC and hecausze
of requirements from our incorporation, officers
were elecied by the steereing committee: First
atficer, Jim Trippt, MO, Second officer Phil
Price, Attorney at Law. Secretary Debhy
Holdorf, Treasurer Nancy Gregori. In 1960, we
hope that the sicering committee will he more
active 42 a board of directors. As such, we are in
sneed of leadership persons whe are wniling to
atiend 4 yearly meetings snd follow through with
implementing ideaz.  Especially needed are
persone famiiiar comeminity zervicez and
organizationz] management. If you feel called te
ihiz service or know of otherz whe might fill thiz
role, pleaze contact Dr Jim Trippi at 924-5444.

In a related 1zzve. we are quickly
approaching aur zecond anniverzary meeting. It
will he on February 8§ . st 4-5:30 pm st the
Governor's Residence! Save thst date on vour
calender and do not mizz your chance to start
the third year of GFC. Pertinent to thiz point,
our third year will alze need a goal. The firat
year goal of serving and continming to grow waz a
reseunding swecezz. The zecond year goal of

providing appropriste medical facilitiez at the
shelters coniinwes io take shape with all the
chelters having medical roums, exam equipment,
madication /zupply cabinetz, and now dental
equipment (will he available in 3 of our
shelterz).  Conzider if you will what our
collactive goal far the third year might he. Let
your tmagination run wild, pray about it, and
meet of all agk God to guwide oux effortz. Some
ideaz already mentiorned include ztarting =
arrze(practioner)-rua clinic, becoming
financially independent, developing a mobile
clinic for out-reech to homelegz (not in
sheltera), or having 2 conferenze on homeless
medical care. Your ideaz are welcome,
Stories.

+ Recently, & GFC doctor could agt find szome
materiale present at the zhelter ahe worked at,
For the next scheduled wieit she brought them
from her office suppliez. Furthermore. she iz
negotiating with salez pecple to receive material
fay blood festing disbetics.

+  Perzonz in the comwmunily beginving fo
formuciate planz to start asmother shelter, are
calling uz for services becausze of our reputation
far good care and compazzton.

+ In October, A GFC doctor did not find the
medications available in the zupply cabinet hiz
pattent needed. Becauze the patient did not have
the meanz to pay for s presciption drug the
doctor took the patient in hig cor to a neardy
pharmacy and purchased the medication,

+ After sn article about GFC appeared in the
Indianapoliz Stgr, fifteen persons cslled to
valunteer and help the homelesz. A few said
thay could not volunteer their time, bot
wondered if we could accept donatienz for
reedical purchases.

+ Az vou celebrate the Christmaz story,
may the Spirit of Peace be bora agsin in you,



