GENNESARET  FREE CLINIC

YVolunteer Medical Services for the Homeless
“Asnd all those whe togched Him were healed " Mark §:56

Vol.34, No.l

Mission Statement

We are health professicnaiz of Indianapeliz
who have hesrd s calling to offer our talentz and
traiving to the homeless and indigent. Through
oty volunteer effort, we endeavor 1o provide
competent, accessible, and compazsionzte health
care o the needy. Cur faith movez uz to show
apecial respect and dignity io thwse who have
been neglected; for we realize that it iz in auch
3 hegling encounter thal we sre a1l made more
whole hy God.

Letterman Gift for Homeless Children

We have jwgi received & geneveusz gift fram
Tawid Lettermsen for the medical need:z of
homelegz children. The rnorey will be uzed for
ong of ouy 1990 goale: {o provide every lomelezs
child of Indianapoliz with o vitamin cuppliment
for every dav of the yeay. We can alzc purchase
much  needed childrenz  antibiotics  aend
equipmentz with thege funde.

Annual Meeting

The 2nd Anniversary Celebration for GFC will
be February 8. 4:00-5:30 at the Governor's
Besidence, We hope to have 3 f1tling celebration
for all wolunteerz and spouse.  Also we will
announce cur 1990 geale {and what o surprizge).
Pleage try to arrive in time to enjoy all the
festivities. To atlend vouw must BSVP and carvy
vour personal invilation for admdszien 1f vou
Tiave not received an invilatien for vouy 1889
GFC  volusntesying call Naney GSregori at
293-98%4.

February, 199G

New Forms

Ve haye started uzing new formo in Janvary.
These forms are standardized for GFC and
Peaples Homelezz Initistive Program (HIP) and
ware developed by Dr. Ann Zerr and Dr. Mat
Vega. Mozt of the information tg fistory {0 build
a dats base on medical issues amangst the
horelezs, The clerksz or medics!l worker
altaining the Thistory should obtain the
pertinent information regarding the ilinesz and
allow the patient to answer the gquesiions for the
data compilation grivately. If the patient necedz
hele answering the questione. plesze go aver the
guestiong in such a way 32 te preserve the
patientz dignity, especielly zince many of the

guagtionz are of a very private nature.

Requests for equipment

Donna 0'Donnell and her oc~workers have done
guch @ splendid job organizing all of gur medical
supplies and cabinets that we are truly amazed
at how much more efficient practicing medicing
haz bevome inour clinicz. We hepe te provide a
better service at each of our sites. Eut pleaze
remember that everyosme involved with GFC 1z
volunteering during their free time loo
Therefore, 1f vou need zpecial equipment or
notice some miseing basics, let Jonna know of
your need at 924-5444 and pleage be patient
Donna agkez uz to note that the old snotebooks
have heen thinned in time for the 1990 records.
Alzo, clerks or rwrseg at the clinic, pleaze fill
inthe inventory sheets after esch GFC segsion z0

that we can restock approrviately.



Cormnmittee meetings
GFC will begin thiz new vear with two
Often 2

gqueglien about what typez of servicez we should

cammitieez for poltey decizions.

provide eg. pelivic exemination, blood teziing.
or  alcohol
Likewize,

averzive medication iz raised.
quegltions about medication
ztanderdization, varteties of medications
covered eg. seizure medicationsz, and coat of
providing eqguipment come up. In crder io make
theze decizionz om & repregentative and
appropriate bastz, GFC will ztsrt a HMedical
poliey and 2 Pharmscy/Equipment committee.
Each committee will have az many az are
interested to help with thege decisionz, Pleasze
conzider using vour spectal talents in amrzing or
medicing on theze commitieez. These commitices
will meet infroquently for zhart perioda of time,

i vou can belp, call Dy, Jom Trippi st 924-5444.

Health Fair at Shelters

Follov-up on our sereening for tuberculosziz in
ihe fall confinges fo come in. The findingz are
guite interesting: they will be presesnted by Dr.
Ann Zerr at regional and national mweelingz in
the near fuiure, 0Of infersst, our results zhow
that the incidence of TB to be very low in the
family shelters asnd nescly abzemt amongst
children. The percenmtage of skin {ezi poaitivity
in the male populatien iz very high (around
20%) and no different than any very large city.
Similer statizticz were found in New York City
and Bezlory however, active casez here were
mceh lezz frequent than reported elzewhers. It
iz suapected that active cazes were not prevalent
here hecauze of betler health care, lower
incidence of AIDS,
depariment surveilence. Memberz of Marion Co
Hezith Department, HIF, and GFC sl feel fhiat

thiz past TB screeming was a good start an

or more active health

Y

preventative health Next year we hope to
emphasize the poziive aspectz of screening for
Inztesd of "TEB

Sereening” we will offer 3 mare comprehenzive

dizesze and imemunization,

and pozitive image as a "Health Fair." Also we
hope o offer rewards for screeming it will

provide more incentive {like money}.

Did you Know?

+  Saveral waluntesrz have heen giving their time
az well az their regourcez. One welunteer whe
workz in an ECG department iz abtaining o1d ECG
machines end equipment; a previots selezperson
iz pronding cld zamplez of medical zupplies a
perzon in goverarment hag allowed us {2 purchaze
gurpluz office equipment at very low pricea.

+  Methodizt Hoaspital has offered GFC the
appartunity to purchase our madications threugh
their wvolume program. Thiz will prowvide a
zuhstantial dizcount even over wholesalers.
Tven zo medications are extremely expenzive in
the quantiliez we need.

+ GFC waz recognized for the zecond siraight
vear on Ch 6 WRTV Sharing Giftz program. All
should be proud of the healing work that you ars
doing in Chrizt'z name.

+  Preparationz are being made to szend the
aut-dated medicine we have collected to missionz
in Haiti and Pakiztan,

+  We hear of a good zeu!l whe read about oux
clinic in the Indple Star. She vmz zo moved hy
our work with the homelezz that she hasz zdded
oty concerns tg her praverz. Support Iike this,

even from strangers, keepa gz going.



