CENNESARET  FREE CLINIC

Volunteer Medical Services for the Homeless
"And ail thoge who touched Him were healed.” Mark 656
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Mission Statement

We are health professionalz of Indianapelis
who have heard 3 calling to offer cur talentz and
training to the homelezz and indigent Throuwgh
otr wolunteer effort, we andeavor to provide
competent, accessible, and compasaionate health
care to the needy. Our faith movez uz to chow
special reapect and dignity to those who have
been neglected; for we reslize that it iz in asuch
3 healing encounter that we are all made more
whole by God.

Letterman Gift for Homeless Chiidren

We have jugt received a gemerous gift from
David Letterman for the medical needz of
homelezs children. The money will be uged for
one of our 1990 gosla: 1o provide every homeless
child of Indianapoliz with a vitamin zwppliment
for every day of the year. We can also purchage
much needed childrens  antibiotica and
equipmentz with these funds.

Annual Meeting

The 2nd Anniversary Celebration for GFC will
be Februwary 8. 4:00-5:30 st the Governor's
Residence. We hope to have a fitting celebration
for all wvolunteerz and =pouze. Alse we will
announce our 1990 goala (and what a aurprise).
Pleage try to arrive in time to enjoy all the
fegtivities. To attend you must BSVP and cerry
your personal invitation for admisgsion. If you
have not received an invitation for vour 1989
GFC  wolunteering. c¢all Naney Gregori at
293-9804.

February.1990

New Forms

We have started uzsing new forms in Janusry.
These forms are standardized for GFC and
Peoples Homeless Initiative Program {(HIP) ard
were develeped by Dr. Amnn Zerr and Dr IMat
Vega. lMost of the informaticn 13 higtory te bu:ld
5 data baze eon medical 1zsues amangst the
homelezs. The clerkz or medical worker
ohtaining the thistery ahould obtain the
pertinent information regarding the illness and
allow the patient {¢ anawer the guestionsg for the
data compilation privately. If the patient needs
help anawering the questions, plesse go over the
guestionzs tn 2uch a way as lo preserve the
patientzs dignity, especially since many of the
gquestions are of 3 very privete nature.

Requests for equipment

Denna O'Donnell and her co-workers have done
auch 3 zplendid job organizing a1l of our medical
gupplies and cabinets that we are truly emazed
at how mouch more efficient practicing medicine
hag hecome in ouyr clintecs. We hope to prowvide 3
better service at each of ouwr azites. But pleage
remember that everyone invelved with GFC iz
volunteering during their free time too.
Therefore. if you need specisl equipment or
notice zome misging basics, let Donng know of
your need at 924-5444 and please be patient.
Donna agkesz uz to note that the old notebeoks
have heen thinned in time for the 1990 records.
Alze, clerks ar rurges at the clinic, please fill
in the inventory sheets after each GFC zession so

that we can restock approriately.



Committee meetings

GFC will begin thiz new vyear with twyp
commitieez for policy dectzionz Often 3
question about what types of zervicez we zhould
provide eg. pelivic examunation dlcod testing
or alcohol  averzive medication 12 ratzed.
Likewige, questions about medication
standardization varietiez of medications
covered eg zeizure medicstionz, and cost of
providing equipment come up. In order to mske
these decisions on a repregentative and
appropriate bastz, GFC will start 3 Medical
pelicy and a Pharmacy/Equipment committee.
Esch committee will have a2 many a3 are
intereated to help with these decisiong. Please
congider uzing your special talents in nursing or
medicing on these committees. These committees
will meet infrequently for zhort periodaz of time.
11 you can help, call Dr. Jim Trippt at §24-5444.

Health Fair at Shelters

Follow-up on our acreening for tuberculozis in
the fall contsnmes to come in. The findings are
quite interesting. they will be presented hy Dr.
Ann Zerr at regional and national meetings in
the near future. 0f interest. our results show
that the incidence of TB to be very low in the
family sghelters and nearly absent amongst
children The percentage of skin test pesttivity
in the male population iz very high (around
20%) and no different than any very large city.
Similar statistics were found in New York City
and Boston, however, active cases here were
much legg frequent then reported elzewhere. [t
t3 suspected that active cages were not prevalent
here becausze of hetter health care. lower
incidence of AIDS, or more active health
department surveilence. Members of Marion o
Health Department, HIP, and GFC all feel that
this past TB screeming wes a good sztart an

preventative health. Next year we tope to
emphazize the postive azpects of screening for
dizeaze and immunization.  Instead af "TB
Screeming” we will offer a mare comprehensive
and pasitive image 3z 3 "Health Farr " Alsc we
hape to affer rewardz for screening that will
provide more incentive {like monay).

Did yeu Know?

+ Several volunteerz have been giving their time
ag well ag their rezources. One volunteer whe
works in an ECG department 12 obtatning old ECG
machineg and equipment; a previous zslezpersen
iz providing sld zamples of medical supplies: a
person in goverrument haz allowed ug {o purchase

aurplus office equipment at very low prices.

+  Methadist Hozpital has offered GFC the

opportuntty te purchase cur medications throwgh
thetr wolume program. Thiz will prowvide a
substantial dizcount even over wholesalers.
Even zo medications are exiremely expengive in
the quantities we need.

+ GFC was recognized for the second atraight
yegr on Ch & WRTV Sharing Gifte program. All
should be proud of the healing work that you are
doing in Christ's name.

+  Preparations are being made to zend the
out-dated medicine we have collected to misatons
in Haits and Pakistan

+ We hear of a good goul who resd about our
clinic in the Indpls Star. She was 30 moved by
our work with the homeless that she has added
our concerns to her prayers. Sugpport like this,
even fram strangers, keepg us going.



